Introduced by Council Member Carter & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Gulliford, Wilson, Anderson, Dennis, Love, R. Gaffney,
R. Brown & Newby:
RESOLUTION 2016-82
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING COUNTY COURT JUDGE GARY FLOWER ON BEING NAMED THE WINNER OF THE OUTSTANDING JURIST AWARD BY THE YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION OF THE JACKSONVILLE BAR ASSOCIATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Jacksonville native Gary Flower earned his bachelor’s degree at Jacksonville University and his law degree from the Stetson University College of Law; and


WHEREAS, after passing the bar exam Mr. Flower was hired by then-State Attorney Ed Austin as an assistant state attorney, where he was assigned to the Special Prosecution Division, the Repeat Offender Court, and eventually as Division Chief in the Civil Forfeiture Division; and


WHEREAS, after working for a time in a private law firm practicing civil and criminal law, Mr. Flower was appointed to the county court bench in 2000 by Governor Jeb Bush, where he has served with distinction for the past 15 years; and 


WHEREAS, Judge Flower has been very active in the judiciary, serving as past Chair of Education for the Conference of County Court Judges, Co-Department Head for the Advanced Colleges of Judicial Studies, and on the video faculty of the Florida Judicial College, in addition to his active community role on the Jacksonville Historical Society board of directors, the Police Athletic League board, the Rotary Club of Jacksonville, and as an assistant scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop 277; and


WHEREAS, for his many contributions to the judiciary and the community, especially his interest in educating and inspiring young people about the value of public service, the Young Lawyers Division of the Jacksonville Bar Association has awarded Judge Flower its Jurist of the Year Award for 2015; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends county court Judge Gary Flower on being the recipient of the Jurist of the Year Award for 2015 by the Young Lawyers Division of the Jacksonville Bar Association and extends its congratulations for this well-deserved award.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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